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Delaware Colonials Square Club  
confer the Master Mason Degree at Jackson Lodge #19 
 
On Tuesday evening May 13th, 2025, The Delaware Colonials Square Club Degree 
Team assumed the officer stations at Jackson Lodge #19 to confer the Sublime 
Degree of Master Mason on Brother Christopher A. Purcell. Worshipful Master 
Eric C. Johnson received the degree team, and invited them to assume the following 
stations: 
 

 WM - MW John W. Marinucci, Grand Treasurer, PGM, 
 SW - MW Dean F. Disharoon, P.G.M., 
 JW – MW Stephen M. Tucker, P.G.M.,  
 SD - W Danial Brandt, PM, 
 JD – RW Mathew W. Thompson, Sr. Grand Warden, D.G.M. Elect,  
 SS – W Tim Wolfe, PM 
 JS – W James K. Fields, Grand Sword Bearer,  
 Chap – W James S. Lawrence, Jr. Grand Steward, 
 Sec & Ruffian #2 - W Andrew C. Greene, Sr. Grand Deacon, J.G.W. Elect,      
 MM Lecturer & Ruffian #3 – W Judge James Horn,  
 President & Ruffian #1 – W James Bennett. 

 
The Master Mason degree and lecture were performed in outstanding fashion. The 
bible charge was delivered by W James S. Lawrence JGS, and the Canadian Charge 
was delivered by W Ronald G. Keller PM, both were delivered flawlessly.  W 
James Bennett the Colonials President presented the newly raised brother and the 
Worshipful Master of Jackson Lodge #19, the special colonial pin that is only 
awarded to candidates raised by the Colonials, and the Worshipful Master of the 
lodge the candidate is from.  
  
Numerous other presentations were given. Of special note was a presentation by 
another newly raised brother from Jackson Lodge. Brother Daniel Hewitt presented 
“Dandy Buttons” to each member of the degree team.  Brother Hewitt is an avid 
metal detector and has found these colonial era buttons throughout the local area. 
The Delaware Colonials thank Jackson Lodge #19 for the invitation, and the 
hospitality. 
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M⸫W⸫ EVAN R. MOODY “COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD” 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD – EVENT REPORT 

 
 
Lodge Name:                                                     Lodge No. ______            
 
Event Title: ________________________________________________________________                                                                                    
 
Event Date: _________________     Event Time: ____________________ 
 
Location of Event: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Chairman of the Event: ____________________________  Number of Participants: _______ 
 
Who Is Benefitting From This Event: _____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Please provide a description of your community service event (and attach any pictures you may have for this 
event): 
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New Lodge Established in Delaware! 

 
For the first time in over 50 years, Delaware has welcomed a brand-new lodge: Independence 
Lodge No. 76! 
 
The idea for this new lodge was introduced during the 2024 annual session of the Grand Lodge 
of Delaware when then - Grand Master M∴W∴ Ronald Ferraro proposed the formation of a 
daylight lodge in lower Delaware. The goal was to provide an opportunity for brothers who are 
unable or prefer not to drive at night, as well as those who work night shifts, to remain active 
in the craft we hold dear. Additionally, the lodge aims to engage the many retirees who have 
relocated to the area from out of state. 
 
The journey began with three informal meetings, the first of which was held at Jefferson Lodge 
in Lewes on December 11, 2024. Subsequent meetings took place at various lodges within 
District Three. By the conclusion of these gatherings, approximately 20 brethren had 
committed to joining the new lodge. A formal request was then submitted to the Grand Lodge 
for permission to operate under dispensation. 
 
On March 13, 2025, M∴W∴ James R. Hanby, Sr., approved the dispensation, and on March 18, 
2025, Independence Lodge No. 76 held its inaugural meeting at the Temple Lodge No. 9 
building in Milford. The meeting was attended by twenty-one members and six visitors. 
At its inception, the lodge membership included the Grand Master, three Past Grand Masters, 
the R∴W∴ Senior Grand Warden, eleven Past Masters, and seven Brothers, with two 
additional petitions submitted. 
 
Meeting Schedule: 
Independence Lodge No. 76 will convene on the third Tuesday of each month (except July 
and August) at 11:00 AM. During its first year, meetings will rotate among various lodges in 
District Three. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 17, 2025, at 11:00 AM at Doric Lodge No. 30 
in Millville. All are welcome to join us in celebrating this exciting new chapter of Freemasonry 
in Delaware. Lunch will be provided following the meeting. 
We look forward to sharing in fellowship and brotherhood! 
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Independence Lodge No. 76 
  

Congratulations, Brethren for expanding the footprint of 
Freemasonry in Delaware. 

During the recent Semi-Annual Communication of the Grand 
Lodge of Delaware, Independence Lodge No. 76 received an 

affirming vote to grant them their Charter under dispensation 
to be able to move forward with meetings, degree work, and 

function as a daylight lodge. 

Front Row Left to Right 
John Turansky, Steve Weipert, Steve McCarthy, George Andreae, Charlie Morgan, John Badeen, Peter Pagani 

Back Left to Right 
Alex Boothe, Anthony Valenti, Jamie Fields, Dean Disharoon, Greg Vernicek, Ron Ferraro, Jeff Hague, Marty Hogan, 
Matt Thompson, Vernon Hanby, Pat Shearon 
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Conquer the Canal Race Series 2025: A Triumph of Community, 
Competition, and Masonry in Action! 
 
On Saturday, May 17, 2025, the vibrant community of Delaware City came alive at 8 a.m. for the 
annual Conquer the Canal Race Series, hosted by Jackson Lodge No. 19, an event that has become 
a cornerstone of local pride and athletic achievement. With planning kicking off in September 
2024, dozens of dedicated volunteers worked tirelessly to ensure the success of this year’s races, 
which included the Conquer the Canal Marathon, the Headwind Hustle 5K, and the family-
friendly Jackson 5K Run/Walk. Over 100 participants laced up their running shoes, filling the 
scenic trail along the C&D Canal with energy and determination. 
 
This year’s races were nothing short of spectacular. Both the Marathon and Headwind Hustle 5K 
were competitive, certified races, drawing fierce competition and inspiring performances. The 
Conquer the Canal Marathon saw a new course record shattered by over seven minutes, with the 
Men’s Division first-place finisher blazing through 26.2 miles in an astonishing 3 hours and 7 
minutes. The Women’s Division champion delivered an equally inspiring story: after a 15-year 
hiatus from running to raise her three children, she trained relentlessly and not only completed 
the marathon but claimed the top spot with the strongest time in her division. Across both 
divisions, numerous runners celebrated personal bests, a testament to the event’s challenging yet 
rewarding course. A standout story emerged from five high school teenagers who drove five hours 
from Virginia to compete in the Marathon before heading back to prepare for their high school 
prom—an inspiring display of dedication and youthful ambition. 
 
The Jackson 5K Run/Walk welcomed families and casual participants, fostering a sense of 
inclusivity and community spirit.  
 
The day’s efforts culminated in a Volunteer Appreciation Dinner at Jackson Lodge, where Laurie 
and Brian Souza prepared a delectable meal that fueled laughter, fellowship, and well-deserved 
relaxation. The event’s impact extended beyond the finish line, with proceeds supporting local 
nonprofits. These funds will be presented to the organizations on stage during the Delaware City 
Day Festival, amplifying the race series’ role as a force for good in the community. 
 
Looking ahead, the Conquer the Canal Race Series is poised to reach new heights in 2026 with 
the thrilling addition of a Certified Half Marathon! This new race promises to attract even more 
runners, offering a challenging yet accessible distance for both seasoned athletes and newcomers. 
The Half Marathon is set to elevate the event’s prestige, drawing larger crowds and further 
showcasing Delaware City’s stunning canal backdrop. Mark your calendar, this is an expansion 
you won’t want to miss! 
 
For more details on the Conquer the Canal Race Series and how to participate, visit 
www.RunTheCanal.com 
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GRAND MASTER’S YOUTH TABLE LODGE 
On March 29th we held the annual Youth Table Lodge in honor of our Grand Master 
James R. Hanby Sr. This even was well attended and a good time was had by all. With 
members of the Job’s Daughters of DelMar and members of Delaware DeMolay and a 
couple other Jurisdictions in attendance, with a competition for who could be the loudest. 
The winners for the first time in 5 years were the members of DeMolay.  
 
A great meal was prepared by the Victory Chapter of the Order of Eastern Star, all 7 
courses were excellent. I would like to thank the Eastern Star for the meal preparation 
and the Masonic Brotherhood Riders of Southern Delaware for serving the meal.  
 
The Executive Officer of Maryland DeMolay, DAD Carl Michel Jr. was our guest speaker 
and he gave a great speech on the Masonic Youth on how and what they do. Some 
other people I would like to thank are Matthew Thompson our Senior Grand Warden for 
being the Master of Ceremonies, Samantha Goss for all the help she gave me in 
preparing for this event, and Union Lodge No.7 for allowing us to use the facilities. But 
most especially our Grand Master M⸫W⸫ James R. Hanby Sr. for allowing us to do this 
in his honor and also for the outstanding speech that he gave. There are quite a few 
other folks that I could thank but I don’t want to miss anyone. I am also grateful for Anne 
Masino the Grand Guardian of DelMar Job’s Daughters for attending and participating 
in the festivities. We also heard speeches from Job’s Daughters and DeMolay 
representatives. Most importantly the folks that attended and participated in the dinner 
deserve the most thanks for their support. 
 
Keep an eye out on the Grand Lodge website for nest years Youth Table Lodge 
scheduled for February 28, 2026; which again will be held at Union Lodge No.7 in Dover, 
DE. I can almost guarantee that this one will have just as much fun and great food as 
the past dinners. Which organization will win the competition next year? You will have to 
attend to find out. Information and tickets will be coming out in the near future. 
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Attend your Blue Lodge 

1st Thu Washington Lodge No. 1   2016 Foulk Road, Wilmington 
2nd Wed  St. John’s Lodge No. 2   1406 Wilmington Road. New Castle 
3rd Tue Hope Lodge No. 4    102 West 6th Street, Laurel 
1st Tue Union Lodge No. 5    105 West Park Place, Middletown 
1st & 3rd Tue Union Lodge No. 7    1478 Wyoming Mill Road, Dover 
2nd & 4th Thu Temple Lodge No. 9   125 Causey Avenue, Milford 
2nd Wed Temple Lodge No. 11   818 North Market Street, Wilmington 
4th Tue Franklin Lodge No. 12   151 E. Market Street, Georgetown 
1st & 3rd Thu Harmony Lodge No. 13   11 North Main Street, Smyrna 
2nd Tue Lafayette Lodge No. 14   2016 Foulk Road, Wilmington 
1st Wed Jefferson Lodge No. 15   116 1/2 Second St., Lewes 
2nd Thu Endeavor Lodge No. 17   201 Mill Street, Milton 
3rd Tue Jackson Lodge No. 19   406 4th Street, Delaware City 
2nd Thu Hiram Lodge No. 21    2710 Woodland Ferry Road, Seaford 
2nd Thu Eureka -Dupont Lodge No. 23-29  2016 Foulk Road, Wilmington 
2nd Mon Hiram Lodge No. 25    207 East Delaware Avenue, Newark 
3rd Thu Armstrong Lodge No. 26   112 East Market Street, Newport 
3rd Wed Gethsemane No. 28    2710 Woodland Ferry Road, Seaford 
1st Mon Doric Lodge No. 30    35476 Atlantic Avenue, Millville 
1st Thu Ionic Lodge No. 31    1406 Wilmington Road. New Castle 
1st Tue Granite-Corinthian Lodge No. 34  1611 Concord Pike, Wilmington 
2nd Tue Christiana Lodge No. 35   1406 Wilmington Road, New Castle 
2nd Wed Solomon Lodge No. 36   112 East Market Street, Newport 
2nd Tue Delaware Lodge No. 37   28892 Church Street, Dagsboro 
2nd Wed High Noon Lodge No. 38   112 East Market Street, Newport 
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We offer our condolences to the families and friends 
of those brothers who have been called 
by The Grand Architect of the Universe 

(MARCH 1, 2025 – APRIL 30, 2025)  
 
 

4/28/2025 Roy E Morton St. Johns 2 
4/24/2025 Walter J Bryan Franklin 12 
4/20/2025 Dennis Wayne Reed Endeavor 17 
4/20/2025 Ronald Wilson Moore Franklin 12 
4/16/2025 Arlie H Wooters, Jr. Hope 4 
4/2/2025 Herman Roland Cohee, PM Temple 9 
3/27/2025 William Joseph Cobb Doric 30 
3/25/2025 Ronnal George Sutton, PM Lafayette 14 
3/20/2025 Thomas J Price, PM Lafayette 14 
3/19/2025 William F. Doak, Jr. Jefferson 15 
3/18/2025 John Westley Rutherford, II Harmony 13 
3/14/2025 Harold Thomas Williams Franklin 12 
3/8/2025 Earl L Hudson Armstrong 26 
3/5/2025 Robert L. Hanson Ionic 31 
3/1/2025 James Leslie Ford, Jr. Harmony 13 
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Brethren, 
 
On behalf of Right Worshipful Richard M. McTheny, SGW – DGM elect, and his 
lady, Marianne, I am pleased to share with you information about the 
2026 Grand Lodge of Delaware Masonic Cruise.  
  
The cruise on the beautiful Carnival Magic will depart Miami, Florida on 
Saturday, March 7, 2026.  The itinerary includes four relaxing days at sea and 
stops in the sunny ports of Aruba, Curacao and Amber Cove (Dominican 
Republic), before returning to Miami on Sunday, March 15, 2026.  
  
Registration is now open.  By booking this early, there is nearly a year and a half 
to make payments as final payment is not due until November 1, 2025.  There 
are multiple cabin options to fit any need you would like. 
  
If you heard about the many fun times on the Masonic Cruise in 2018, you will 
definitely not want to miss this one.  
  
To make your reservations, please contact Aaron Jackson from Dreams Fulfilled 
Travel at (302) 858-7841 or by email at 
aaron.jackson@DreamsFulfilledTravel.com.  If you have any other questions, 
please feel free to contact me at (302) 270-4391. 
 
Fraternally, 
Chad Robinson, PGMar. 
 

mailto:aaron.jackson@DreamsFulfilledTravel.com
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