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220th Annual Communication of the  
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge  
of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons  
of Delaware 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, October 6, 2025 

Atlantic Sands Hotel and Conference Center 

8:00 a.m. registration 

9:00 a.m. Grand Lodge Called to Order 



Delaware Freemason – September 2025 
3 

 

Public Installation of the 171st Most Worshipful 
Grand Master of Ancient Free and  
Accepted Masons of Delaware  
R⸫W⸫ Richard M. McTheny  
and Grand Lodge Officers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, October 9, 2025 
Clayton Fire Company Banquet Hall 

 Beginning promptly at 7:00 p.m. 
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On Tuesday, August 8th, the nation celebrated National Night Out, and Jackson Lodge No. 19 
showed up in full force to support Delaware City’s vibrant community, including our dedicated 
fire and police departments. 
 
The brothers of Jackson, joined by their families, enjoyed a beautiful summer evening filled 
with fellowship and fun. Together, we strolled along the scenic waterfront, taking in the 
beautiful Delaware City Marina and views of Pea Patch Island. We visited local vendors and 
shops, and shared conversations with the Delaware City Police, Fire Department, Rotarians, 
and neighbors from all walks of life. 
 
A united squad of 22 descended upon the new Dolly Spanker’s restaurant, where we were 
treated to an evening of great food, refreshing drinks, and live music that set the perfect tone 
for camaraderie and connection. The lively atmosphere brought even more joy to a night 
already full of brotherhood, family and shared laughter. 
 
The evening didn’t stop there—many wrapped up the night with a sweet treat from the local 
ice cream shop or the Kona Ice truck nearby. 
 
It was a night of peace, love, and harmony—reminding us all that when Masons come 
together in service and fellowship, we help build stronger communities. Jackson Lodge No. 19 
is proud to stand as a pillar of support, friendship, and family in Delaware City. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jackson Lodge No. 19 Celebrates National Night 
Out with Brotherhood, Family and Community! 
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District One Installations 
by WB Patrick Light, PM 

  

Congratulations to all the newly installed Worshipful Masters of District One of the Grand 
Lodge of Delaware.  Below is a photograph from each lodge’s installation. 

Master being presented with the gavel. 
Left to Right: WB David Walters, WM; MWB 

Herbert Atkinson, PGM, Installing Officer 

Washington No. 1 

Temple No. 11 

Senior lodge officers after installation 
Left to Right: WB Al LeFranc, WM; WB James 

Pierce, PM; WB Dave Conly, PM 
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Lafayette No. 14 

Granite-Corinthian No. 34 

Sitting in the East for the first time 
WB Douglas Cummings, WM 

Being presented prior to 
installation as Master of the lodge.  

Left to Right: WB David 
Baumberger, WM; WB Kevin 

O’Rourke, PM/Installing Marshal 
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Behold the Letter “G” 

by W.B.: Patrick S. Light, Past Master 

 

 In our youth we take things for granted, among those being time, experience, the history 
of our surroundings, and our company.  To speak to the notion of company, as a young Mason, 
over a decade ago, Most Worshipful Brother Donald E. Rosenberry, Past Grand Master, would 
offer to pick me up to attend lodge with him.  I recall there was a particular sense of 
excitement if the evening would be for a degree, as the meeting might allow the eager ritualist 
a chance to fill a chair or give a lecture.  Reflecting upon the recent passing of Most Worshipful 
Brother Don, I deeply appreciate the gift of encouragement the experienced brother gave me, 
and, it is my hope that I have not taken it for granted. 

 One afternoon Most Worshipful Brother Don called and asked if I had any interest in 
joining him to help confer the Entered Apprentice Degree being put on by Washington Lodge 
No. 1 at the Grand Opera House later that evening – I agreed.  On arriving at the Blue Room, I 
was sure to pay respect to the senior brothers in attendance; one of which was Most 
Worshipful Brother Benjamin F.  Lloyd, Jr.  Past Grand Master.  Chatting with Most Worshipful 
Brother Ben, I asked him to explain several features of the Blue Room.  There are decorations 
in the room that are quite special – one of which being a beautiful stained glass letter “G”, 
which is mounted in a wooden box above the Worshipful Master’s chair in the East.   

As I asked about our letter “G,” to my dismay, no answer was received.  Apparently, 
knowledge of the artifact slipped between the cracks of the various generations of brothers, 
and to our fraternity’s detriment, may have been forever lost.  In that condition, future 
generations would have to be content with the lack of information, or rely on the Masonic 
platitude, “it’s always been there,” which is the cousin of the old Past Master saying, “that’s 
the way we have always done it”. 
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I am pleased to report that the question as to the provenance of our letter “G” was 
humbly answered a few weeks ago.  Guided by an appreciation for time and perseverance, the 
answer that a younger Mason wished, but was not readily available, has been discovered.  
Information that may have been in darkness for over 100 years, taken to the grave by the last 
knowing soul, has been brought to light. 

 The mosaic letter “G” came into existence when the six lodges, who met at the Grand 
Opera House collectively refurnished the Blue Room in 1907.  The lodges shared the cost of 
$2,996.19 to enhance the overall sense of pride in their meeting space.  A quick reference to 
an online  inflation calculator gives us perspective, as in 2025 terms the total costs of this 
upgrade would be $102,464.92.   

The “G” cost $25 or $854.96 in 2025 terms.  The “G” was wired for electricity along with 
desks lamps by the R.E. Moore Company for $25.10; similar to the cost of the “G” itself.  The 
additional upgrades included:  new carpet, rugs, shades, furniture for $2,073.15 ($71,000 
today), cleaning the organ for $9 ($307.79), plaster work for $37.62 ($1,255.77), wiring for 
lights $69 ($2,359.69), among various other things.  Of note, a bible was purchased for the 
Blue Room for $12 ($410), and rod holders for $5 ($170.99).  Particularly relevant to our 
degree work, the columns were regilded at the cost of $65, or $2,222.90 today.   

 The best part of this information though is that the “G” was crafted by a “Wm Reith”.  
What a beautiful discovery that not only revealed the cost to the fraternity, but also the 
identity of the well-regarded craftsman.  From initial inquiry, William Reith was a very skilled 
stained-glass artist, who settled in Philadelphia before the 19th century.  Reith’s work adorned 
churches, many in Philadelphia, and he was in high demand as a leading artist in his field.  It is 
easy to gather why the brothers at the turn of the new century would have sought Reith out to 
beautify their meeting room, and that he actively advertised for stained glass commissions. 

Thus, a part of our heritage is now better understood for the benefit of the Craft at large 
in our jurisdiction.  This small piece of history connects us to our forefathers, as well as to a 
true, operative craftsman, William Reith, as the letter “G” has hung over the East for many 
communications of our lodges and Grand Lodge.  May the contributions of the brothers in the 
past be remembered, and pride be taken when we behold our letter “G”. 
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Grand Lodge Day Picnic 2025 
 
On August 9, 2025, the Grand Lodge of Delaware hosted its annual Family Picnic at Killens 
Pond State Park, bringing together more than 250 brothers, family members, and friends for a 
day filled with fellowship, fun, and great food; and were joined by M⸫W⸫ James R. Hanby, Sr, 
Grand Master of Masons in Delaware, and many of the elected and appointed Grand Staff. 
 
One of the day’s highlights was the spirited competition for the Traveling Gavels from all three 
districts. Washington Lodge No. 1 claimed the District 1 gavel, Ionic Lodge No. 31 secured the 
District 2 gavel, and Independence Lodge No. 76 took home the District 3 gavel. 
Congratulations to all the winners! 
 
A special thanks goes to Brother Shawn Lovenguth and his hardworking committee for 
organizing an outstanding event.  A big thank you also goes out to our Delaware DeMolay for 
helping with the serving and clean-up.  During the picnic, special award presentations were 
made to the young men of our Demolay for completing several special requirements; including 
a service award. 
 
The fun didn’t stop at the picnic grounds. Many brothers and their families took over the 
Killens Pond campground C-Loop for the entire weekend, camping from Thursday through 
Sunday. The campground buzzed with even more fellowship, delicious meals, and friendly 
competition. The annual cornhole tournament was especially exciting, with R⸫W⸫ Deputy 
Grand Master Richard M. McTheny and Brother Carl Troubetaris emerging as champions and 
proudly taking home the trophy. 
 
If you couldn’t make it this year, make sure to save the date for next year’s Grand Lodge Picnic 
— August 8, 2026, once again at Killens Pond State Park. You won’t want to miss it! 
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Jackson Lodge Welcomed for the “Heavy Lifting” Renovating  
Delaware City Library 
On Wednesday, September 10, the Delaware City Library welcomed a team of dedicated 
volunteers from Jackson Lodge No. 19 to assist with their ongoing renovation project. The library 
has been undergoing an exciting transformation with fresh paint, new carpet, upgraded lighting, 
modern computers, and more. But one major challenge came with the installation of the new 
carpet—every aisle of bookshelves had to be reinstalled on the new carpet. 

That’s where the officers and members of Jackson Lodge stepped in. With teamwork and 
determination, the Lodge members reestablished the shelving and aisles throughout the 
building, including the main floor and children’s area. In addition to bookshelves, the team also 
assisted in relocating several heavy items such as office desks, tables, and movable partition 
walls. 

When the group from Jackson Lodge first arrived, the library resembled more of a storage 
warehouse than a community hub. By the time they left, however, the space once again 
looked—and felt—like a library, with organized aisles and bookshelves ready to be restocked. 

This effort highlights the true spirit of Masonic community service. The Freemasons have long 
believed in strengthening communities through acts of service, and the Delaware City Library 
project is a shining example. By lending their time, skills, and sweat, the brothers of Jackson 
Lodge not only supported the library staff but also helped ensure that the entire community 
benefits from a revitalized learning and gathering space. 

In the end, it was more than just moving shelves and furniture—it was about lifting up the 
community.  Libraries serve as the heart of a town—providing knowledge, resources, and a safe 
place for children, families, and neighbors to grow. By volunteering to bring the library back to 
life, Jackson Lodge No. 19 demonstrated that teamwork, brotherhood, and service to others 
remain at the core of Freemasonry.  
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Delaware DeMolay September 2025 

 
      
Now that school has started back we are in full swing to get back to meetings. Some 
events coming up include the Grand Masters Youth Table Lodge on February 28, 2026 
at Union Lodge No.7 in Dover, DE. Tickets will be available at the Grand Lodge Annual 
and also on Eventbrite. For those of you that would like hard tickets please let me 
know at deldemolay@gmail.com. As soon as the Eventbrite is setup I will get the 
information out as quickly as possible. We have been asked to attend the Community 
Night in Georgetown in October; this will be a great opportunity to get the word of 
DeMolay out to the young men in the area. I am hoping that this will be a successful 
endeavor. 
 
I would like to thank all of the Lodges, Eastern Star and other Appendant and 
Concordant bodies that donated to our annual Conclave. It was a great success and 
because of your help the young men had the chance to do some fun stuff and from 
what I understand eat a lot of ice cream. 
 
Now for my usual pitch, we are really hurting for members. Our average age here in 
Delaware is now at 18.7. I need your help to get some younger members in, so as 
always if you know of a young man between 12 and 21 you can contact me and I will 
do my best to get some information to them. I am also looking to hold some Open 
Houses and would like to know if there are any Lodges that would be willing to let us 
have it at their facility. This is just basically a way to get the word of DeMolay out and 
to answer any questions that prospective members may have. Please reach out to me 
and let me know if you could help with this. In closing I hope everyone had a great 
summer and are ready to get back to meetings. 
 
 
Dave Penney E.O. 
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District One’s Actual Past Master Degree 
by Patrick Light, Past Master & Edited By:  Douglas Cummings 

 District One was blessed this past June as Washington No. 1, Temple No. 11, Lafayette 
No. 14, and Granite-Corinthian No. 34 all elected a brand new Master to the East. 

 Lafayette Lodge No. 14 had the honor, during its 200th Anniversary Year, to open a 
Special Communication on June 17th, 2025, for the purpose of conferring the Actual Past 
Master’s Degree on the Worshipful Master Elects with Worshipful Brother Michael Jones, 
Grand Tiler, as Senior Deacon, and Worshipful Brother Patrick Light as Master.  The degree was 
conferred upon: 

Washington No. 1: David Walters 
Temple No. 11:  Albert Lefranc 

Lafayette No. 14:  Douglas Cummings 
Ionic No. 31:  Micheal Rodgers 

Granite-Corinthian No.34:  David Baumberger 

 Thirty Past Masters were in attendance, including Most Worshipful Brother Steven 
Tucker, Past Grand Master, and Right Worshipful Brother Richard Talbott, Past Senior Grand 
Warden.  It was a great evening showcasing unity in Northen Delaware, and we wish the 
incoming Masters success during their year in the Oriental Chair. 
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Casting Joy: Jackson Lodge No. 19 and NSCF Bring Summer  
Magic to Sunset Lake 
On Saturday, August 3rd, the sounds of laughter, splashes, and excited cheers filled the air at 
Sunset Lake as The Northern Star Children’s Foundation (NSCF) hosted its Seafood Summer-Q 
— a day that many children, and even a few parents, will never forget. In partnership with 
Jackson Lodge No. 19 of Delaware City, the event brought together community, compassion, 
and the simple joy of new experiences. 
 
For many children served by NSCF, life’s challenges often limit access to the kind of childhood 
memories that many take for granted — things like fishing off a sun-warmed dock, sharing root 
beer floats with friends, or feeling the tug of a fish on the line for the very first time. But this 
day, those moments became real. 
 
With the strong support of Jackson Lodge No. 19, the lake became a haven of laughter and 
adventure. The highlight of the day was a spirited Children’s Fishing Tournament, where 
over a dozen kids — rods in hand — lined the docks with excitement in their eyes. For most, 
this was their first time fishing. The Lodge’s Senior Steward, David Holloway, led the 
tournament, supported by Past Master Gibby Yoder, who generously provided a dozen rods 
and reels so every child could participate. Captain Bones donated the bait, and members from 
the Newark Anglers Association came out to coach and encourage the kids. The smiles told 
the story: this was more than fishing — it was discovery, freedom, and joy. 
 
Ms. Jada, one of the youngest participants, stole the show with not only the most fish caught 
but also the largest — a nearly 2-pound largemouth bass, earning her a brand new fishing 
rod combo donated by Marshall Robert Geesaman. The pride in her smile lit up the dock. 
Meanwhile, Jackson Lodge brothers were busy everywhere — helping little hands bait hooks, 
guiding casting lines, and ensuring every moment was safe and filled with support. The Lodge 
also provided and ran all the games, including crowd-favorites like Giant Jenga and Oversized 
Connect Four, where adults and kids battled it out with laughter and good-natured challenges. 
Whether toppling towers or strategic four-disc wins, every moment was a memory in the 
making. 
 
Along the scenic waterfront, families took in the views, walked the dock, and enjoyed the 
sounds of the nearby waterfall. Then came the food — and what a feast it was. A seafood boil 
featuring clams, shrimp, corn on the cob, potatoes, and sausage anchored the meal. Nearby 
grills sizzled with hamburgers and hotdogs, while steamed blue crabs delighted the crowd. 
The meal ended with a special treat — a root beer float bar that brought smiles to every face. 
 
Behind the scenes, Marshall Robert Geesaman and Tyler Ron Teague manned the grills, 
keeping the food flowing. Volunteers from Jackson worked tirelessly to cook, serve, and ensure 
everyone had a plate and a place at the table. 
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All told, nearly 40 people gathered — a close-knit mix of Lodge members, NSCF families, and 
community volunteers. It was a day that showed how powerful partnership can be when rooted 
in service and compassion. 
 
Jackson Lodge No. 19’s commitment to community is more than just tradition — it’s a lived 
value. Through events like this, their presence makes a difference that goes beyond dollars or 
hours — it creates lasting, joyful memories for children who need them most.  Together with 
The Northern Star Children’s Foundation, they’re casting hope — one smile, one fish, and one 
root beer float at a time. 
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HARMONY LODGE NO. 13 
ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY COMMUNITY SERVICE EVENT 

 
On Saturday August 2nd, several Brethren of Harmony Lodge No. 13, along with their family 
and friends, gathered together to keep their Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) 
Adopt-A-Highway clean!  A total of seven (7) bags of trash was collected along Rabbit Chase 
Lane in Smyrna, Delaware . . . helping to keep our community clean. 
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Attend your Blue Lodge 

1st Thu Washington Lodge No. 1   2016 Foulk Road, Wilmington 
2nd Wed  St. John’s Lodge No. 2   1406 Wilmington Road. New Castle 
3rd Tue Hope Lodge No. 4    102 West 6th Street, Laurel 
1st Tue Union Lodge No. 5    105 West Park Place, Middletown 
1st & 3rd Tue Union Lodge No. 7    1478 Wyoming Mill Road, Dover 
2nd & 4th Thu Temple Lodge No. 9   125 Causey Avenue, Milford 
2nd Wed Temple Lodge No. 11   818 North Market Street, Wilmington 
4th Tue Franklin Lodge No. 12   151 E. Market Street, Georgetown 
1st & 3rd Thu Harmony Lodge No. 13   11 North Main Street, Smyrna 
2nd Tue Lafayette Lodge No. 14   2016 Foulk Road, Wilmington 
1st Wed Jefferson Lodge No. 15   116 1/2 Second St., Lewes 
2nd Thu Endeavor Lodge No. 17   201 Mill Street, Milton 
3rd Tue Jackson Lodge No. 19   406 4th Street, Delaware City 
2nd Thu Hiram Lodge No. 21    2710 Woodland Ferry Road, Seaford 
2nd Thu Eureka -Dupont Lodge No. 23-29  2016 Foulk Road, Wilmington 
2nd Mon Hiram Lodge No. 25    207 East Delaware Avenue, Newark 
3rd Thu Armstrong Lodge No. 26   112 East Market Street, Newport 
3rd Wed Gethsemane No. 28    2710 Woodland Ferry Road, Seaford 
1st Mon Doric Lodge No. 30    35476 Atlantic Avenue, Millville 
1st Thu Ionic Lodge No. 31    1406 Wilmington Road. New Castle 
1st Tue Granite-Corinthian Lodge No. 34  1611 Concord Pike, Wilmington 
2nd Wed Solomon Lodge No. 36   112 East Market Street, Newport 
2nd Tue Delaware Lodge No. 37   28892 Church Street, Dagsboro 
2nd Wed High Noon-Unity Lodge No. 38  112 East Market Street, Newport 
3rd Tue Independence Lodge No. 76  Various District 3 Lodges 
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Let's Go To Lodge Tonight! 
Unknown Author 

 

Let's Go To Lodge Tonight 
My brother, let's go to Lodge tonight 

You haven't been for years. 
Let's don our Lambskin Apron white 

And sit among our peers. 

I feel a kind of longing, see, 
to climb those creaky stairs 
I know it'll be a thrill for me 

to lay aside my cares. 

We'll meet the Tyler at the door 
and though he'll hesitate, 

we'll hear him say just as before, 
Come in or you'll be late. 

I'd like to get out on the �loor 
Come on, let's get in line 

I want to face the East once more 
And give the same old sign. 

I want to hear the gavel rap 
the Craftsmen to attention 

and see the Master don his cap 
a night without dissention. 

So come! Pass up that picture show, 
or your wrestling bout or �ight 
Switch off that TV set! Let's go! 

Let's go to Lodge tonight. 
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We offer our condolences to the families and friends 
of those brothers who have been called 
by The Grand Architect of the Universe 

(JULY 1, 2025 – AUGUST 31, 2025) 
 
 
 

2025-08-09 Alison F. Manns Jr. PM Temple 11 

2025-08-09 Joseph Scott Milhoan   
Granite-
Corinthian 34 

2025-07-19 George E. Gadsby   Jefferson 15 
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Brethren, 
 
On behalf of Right Worshipful Richard M. McTheny, DGW, GM elect, and his 
lady, Marianne, I am pleased to share with you information about the 
2026 Grand Lodge of Delaware Masonic Cruise.  
  
The cruise on the beautiful Carnival Magic will depart Miami, Florida on 
Saturday, March 7, 2026.  The itinerary includes four relaxing days at sea and 
stops in the sunny ports of Aruba, Curacao and Amber Cove (Dominican 
Republic), before returning to Miami on Sunday, March 15, 2026.  
  
Registration is now open.  By booking this early, there is nearly a year and a half 
to make payments as final payment is not due until November 1, 2025.  There 
are multiple cabin options to fit any need you would like. 
  
If you heard about the many fun times on the Masonic Cruise in 2018, you will 
definitely not want to miss this one.  
  
To make your reservations, please contact Aaron Jackson from Dreams Fulfilled 
Travel at (302) 858-7841 or by email at 
aaron.jackson@DreamsFulfilledTravel.com.  If you have any other questions, 
please feel free to contact me at (302) 270-4391. 
 
Fraternally, 
Chad Robinson, PGMar. 
 

mailto:aaron.jackson@DreamsFulfilledTravel.com
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